ARCTIC    VESTIBULE
staying here than we can really accommodate. They are all
waiting to embark for the Arctic' . . .
I paid my carriage off at the offices of'Arctic Air Lines',
a set of two-storied block-houses near the banks of the
river—or near where I imagined the river to be, for my
eyes peered only into a drab nothingness. In the hut an old
man in polar uniform was busy dusting desks and type-
writers. He suggested that I should go to the bath house—he
would watch over my luggage—until the chief of the local
Avyo-Groupa turned in. It was a welcome idea. In spite of
the double windows on the Trans-Siberian train, the red dust
finds its way through the tiniest fissures of the wooden coaches.
When I returned, thoroughly steamed and scrubbed,
the Yenisei had condescended to start its day's work.
Flowing majestically, it was now fully visible in all its curves.
With the mountain background of Krasnoyarsk it reminded
me strongly of the Danube near Budapest. Bui its dimen-
sions were truly Siberian. The Tokmak, local equivalent
for the Schwabcnbcrg, reclined lazily in the dim distance.
A red painted railway bridge has been flung across the river
here, and the Soviets arc just presenting it with a strongly
built twin brother. They fear a few Japanese aeroplanes
might after all get through outer Mongolia and bomb it,
interrupting communications between Eastern Siberia
and the chain of industrial bases along the line to the
Urals. A single track railway bridge crossing a river,, almost
two miles wide and full of treacherous rapids, whirlpools and
shoals, is certainly a very poor strategical contrivance.
The Russians firmly believe that the martial programme
of Baron Tanaka envisages Japanese conquest up to the
Yenisei. I often heard the joke repeated in Krasnoyarsk
that the bridge would become the frontier between Germany
and Japan, were Hitler and the Black Dragon society allowed
to have their way. 'But the Reel Army and Air Force and
our new defence works in the Far East, which are double the
size of the Maginot line between France and Germany, will
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